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existing achievement in order to assess the prospects of
further progress.
What are these prospects? Certainly they are brighter
now than ever before. In Britain and in Africa it is fully
realized that the voluntary effort of the missions must be
- greatly aided and supplemented by the colonial govern-
ments. Also, Britain, through the Colonial Development,
and Welfare Acts, has declared her willingness to give
money grants to speed up educational development to a
level which many colonies, with only small financial re-
sources of their ow7n, could not otherwise attain. Hence
poverty should hinder progress less in the future than it has
in the past.
A further great advantage is that the urgency of the
need for much greater educational provision has recently
become more clearly defined. The British government, and
the British people, have now fully accepted the ideal that
the colonial peoples should govern themselves. But to make
this ideal practicable and beneficial a tremendous increase
in education at all levels has somehow to be achieved.
Effective self-government depends on the colonial popu-
lations attaining a much higher annual output of wealth,
both to raise the standard of living of individuals and to
finance social and educational services at a sufficiently
high level in the self-governing states of the future. It is
abundantly clear to students of the present African social
and economic situation that the greatest single retarding
factor in development has been inability to provide for the
effective education of the African masses. Education is
needed to provide them with the knowledge and the will
to increase the efficiency of their work, and from this aspect
alone a wide and rapid expansion of education is urgently
necessary. Self-government, however, also implies the
folding of political rights. If these are to be restricted to
a small minority there is the danger of abuse by a politi-
cally privileged class using its power to further its particu-